
 

Just a week later Warner Bros

accepted my invitation to our town. I

took them to some exceptional sites,

including Fort Blockhouse and Little

Woodham Living History Village, where

the volunteers joined us in their 17th

Century personas, to demonstrate

some of the unique magic that the

Gosport area has to offer.

Regular readers will know that I am always keen to showcase our area to

those I think could bring investment and opportunity and the early May

sunshine offered the perfect backdrop to that.

I hosted Lord Mendoza, Chair of Historic England, and his team for a visit to

some of our heritage sites. We discussed how regeneration which saves

historic buildings for future generations can also attract investment and boost

economic growth. Our tour included Fort Gilkicker – recently named as one of

17 sites that Historic England have identified for significant development

potential - the Rum Store in Victoria Quay, Carpenter's Yard (the brand new

artists’ quarter at Priddy's Hard) and Fort Rowner at HMS Sultan. Lord

Mendoza loved the area and said he felt he had been on holiday!

There were other high-profile

meetings this month. Further to the

night ferry ceasing its operation with

very little warning, I'm keen to help

find a sustainable waterborne

solution to improve connectivity

across the Harbour and drive

economic prosperity and tourism.

 

With this in mind I organised a Water

Taxi Summit, inviting local service

providers, elected representatives

and businesses to a very positive

first meeting at Boathouse 4 in

Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. There

https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/posts/pfbid025CfxPPKRUbjUEVEmmtGmWAHi9GfAzTYyb4NW1nA7ocHg6BugvYvKBYzzabf4GjgPl?__cft__[0]=AZWnS-V6iUEDz_suZEFQn6q1pRF_FNlfrGVVHLED_Rh-w4Sx92l1n6zUc0j7bKpfH65RQCVY2nEfoTRC6vIyC0tFU71qL8MrFt86MEJk_8nqEToIfhvU_pjJhV27Yvv6IPkDHYQLlNYiUBeRzX1a9-SScsjDTCd-lIqyN68MR4rQMrzUUCPJZl54E8BCR37AIAhdLsPimu_tVFHCCAcCRUv6&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/posts/pfbid02aCqTAK96zaFV94NLzbU11Ek2rraA62FGWAi2eyi9Wg6d8PZpE5KZxnhMykLBy8Mfl?__cft__[0]=AZXraK9WBgLoQWvG2YQvG004ZSmB3ZHLSHwtq4pPL87eTSOPAD7yps7EC6DzuVAmKg3Ysow7w6NXrVKgD0WcQBdC0Z9hLAhkiKsY_efIRqn65SfiRLjdvXk5UXSs004PtIJyKPauP6CObb4_T0QTawYQaJ7xWo7I_18UBuJRsY-yyJ5IQFA3dpdsA31drlt1_Iaj60ClDYW9t9JZKB3WAn8c&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/posts/pfbid0xM9Wyg5nD7Zc1xkaQyDBGEayfPnWYbZMJjzKqzHRcULPgVkw9Yc1sWaDqNGCTJB3l?__cft__[0]=AZUS5TUjhzxvso1lgRuSX_jzflPrv_w2kh56Tj_IpgQM1H8JZpsZYJp914JGCGaqkhqMnFJpWiPFxbi3y0WzmCqSoQYOqXO1ByU-cQpT4iMcR1nLZd3b9NlHbdpNxw-usdD8BSCrgKAKvFiL-cwg0BGfpjCLzRqm75TV2LecRlSpFDOx3FD-asETCrfQIpgYeXey3LezgyVkTAey-nMvcOok&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/posts/pfbid0xM9Wyg5nD7Zc1xkaQyDBGEayfPnWYbZMJjzKqzHRcULPgVkw9Yc1sWaDqNGCTJB3l?__cft__[0]=AZUS5TUjhzxvso1lgRuSX_jzflPrv_w2kh56Tj_IpgQM1H8JZpsZYJp914JGCGaqkhqMnFJpWiPFxbi3y0WzmCqSoQYOqXO1ByU-cQpT4iMcR1nLZd3b9NlHbdpNxw-usdD8BSCrgKAKvFiL-cwg0BGfpjCLzRqm75TV2LecRlSpFDOx3FD-asETCrfQIpgYeXey3LezgyVkTAey-nMvcOok&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R


was widespread consensus for the

introduction of a pilot service to

measure the appetite for water

transport among residents and

visitors. I am now following-up with

all stakeholders to move this forward.

As always, I will keep you in the loop.

I also met with stakeholders from Royal Clarence Yard to catch up on the

distribution of the £18 million Levelling Up funding secured for the area by the

previous Conservative administration of Gosport Council to restore the Rum

Store and create a footpath around the waterfront. I am grateful to UK Docks,

Oil and Pipelines Agency, Gosport Borough Council, and Victoria Quay for

such a productive discussion.

The Gosport Marine and Sea Shanty

Festivals combined to make a hugely

fun and successful day. It was a

pleasure to see so many kids

thoroughly enjoying the watersports

on offer. Huge thanks to the army of

volunteers and over 100 individual

performers who made the day so

special.

We are lucky that Gosport is home to two of the best Cheerleading groups in

the UK - both of whom won Gold in their categories at the World Summit in

Florida earlier this month. I was excited to be invited to see Jessie Leigh

Dance & Cheer Academy (JLDC) in action at their Summer Showcase this

month. I took the opportunity to celebrate both them and our other team, Storm

Athletics, in Parliament. Cheerleading is one of the fastest growing sports in

the UK, popular with boys and girls, adults and kids - but particularly good at

keeping teenage girls involved at an age where so many disengage from

school sport. You can listen to what I said here.

https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/posts/pfbid0cRGVNdy8M8D53pDS7H6tRACGF4BekjrbzKYUhy4nVgE4mVQ6EdXTvyjb1HRt7evXl?__cft__[0]=AZWGJzOGS2ysYElDKc7ajBkW6yl-JgW6lsBusspoMxx9Bjnp35rQ7VlP0qn7LXKzEdB_4_tysp9YyhE1hsHg2Qn34S_W705p7w7J9oIuXJZkp_0K0ZaL5TLFPe0OQrc3-itglJkfCtdX3mj4PgGDVNZG590q4ehgm7FhIOafwsdrNjvPD3ourSpp0CtW0g4GPhhuI-EDxmr9JNReDLwMIH-j&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/posts/pfbid0KrmM3QiPBBmZkiSujyKjnu5qcpQDaDtX58T1Fb6ATdCgR4KtEziNJ16KYCXCxCmMl?__cft__[0]=AZVGzcaMW7iljsh66MBeBt7LquRmCcsPcm6FWHn2O84JZQZwCYmyyZhKDk9FTUgVUwsDzo_L9CwYES5l8jPXauI9M_86oZZEAQ6czZXno2RS5BxleMGL__oRgVNHFF-hIBeIhHwiiFhgxqPwSKW1jGtsW9CEIONiW2CAi3LJqzd0xOf4cD3uOOBTzzKYzki44Xz6m2JWkkOOJylmciVQEaW4&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/videos/1215662080355886/?__cft__[0]=AZUXgcapxj-QuL9bM5hFjJ9XVAZxKEPDHtPMVH5Zlie96h28NtVw1gGznTsu9NQ46XyTIs88kJ9N6OYwcLg5wtVezJ7K-uiql3PbkVV0-_IMId2h9uo9S0qxChdDW5Z83ymMvN1g28S_29NGUlRwTEBtUwKvK9jwkPW4RVQ6QdydCCXGOqH4gaTPHbS33TgawI_cCcjiF-Pi9FMKDDIwZDGM&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R


On Bowls Big Weekend I discovered

that I had natural talent/or beginners

luck at Rowner Bowling Club. Bowls

is accessible, fun and sociable,

Rowner's members are aged

between 11 and 90, so a great

activity for the whole family. You can

find out more here.

 

 

 

While I am always keen to champion the businesses and industries that

support jobs and employment in this constituency, the recent Employers'

National Insurance rise and Business Rate increases are already taking their

toll. In a debate on business and employment in the House of Commons

recently, I shared evidence from local hair and beauty salon on the issue of

apprenticeships, which the sector warns at the current rate could be extinct by

2027. You can watch my contribution here.

I attended AERALIS's showcase at StandardAero Fleetlands (Gosport's largest

employer), to see their pioneering British-designed modular aircraft that could

replace the Red Arrows' ageing Hawk jets, potentially bringing over 600 new

jobs to Gosport. I am pushing Defence Ministers to support AERALIS's British

built bid, rather than the Russian designed and Italian built option the MOD

seem to prefer.

Mastering all the tricks of the digital world is increasingly vital to the success of

a business. I hosted a Google Digital Garage at Daedalus to provide free

business advice to those looking to get the most out of the internet and AI. The

event was a great success with the room full of entrepreneurial spirit. If you

missed it you can find the online courses at

https://skillshop.exceedlms.com/student/catalog/list?category_ids=7879-

google-digital-garage.

This month was also crunch time for our creative industries in their battle to

stop AI models stealing their work. You may have seen Elton John brand the

Government 'losers' over their lack of support for the creative industries, and I

did my bit in Parliament by speaking out against the Government's decision not

to back proposals to mandate Big Tech to be transparent about where they are

getting their data from. The Data (Use and Access) Bill contains amendments

to enforce transparency and I supported them here, and here. Sadly on both

occasions the Government rejected the measures.

As Chair of the Culture, Media, and Sport Committee, this month I pressed

Minister Chris Bryant to confirm that the Department was not for the chop amid

rumours in the press.

https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/posts/pfbid02NqkcVyg8ScaRZ1g7TEGmsJUnWuvVY2zzBHP8L93zev97BGvohTQYmep9gRMv8L43l?__cft__[0]=AZUDwGUtAp-1Ifw6VejT8GeRKV-6vEwhb0edY59LlwQNlYnyOXaZnW9K7pU0JeJ7SRazzDEzAtZ8IO-EOi1gCUhDxRrWD6HTImSYIofs-e407LFp3yceDPzphPPXUubAsQofVStNubhkPfh6GxoCbjPA1mnu-EXWULnfGm_YOpCaLfL1ZK6igYDTk3aAbG0qOwQXcZ6gCcwE_5QsV4hIOOf3&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
http://www.rownerbc.org.uk/community/rowner-bowling-club-14994/home/
https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/videos/1036606255269276/?__cft__[0]=AZV1iNc0bG_LCpMt47dquUKrO3-hex29zBWUp3zSvLYuoAvCpJUS_SEhlMf8dipanHx9NWE_8jxtgeZalEzkVdN1l365sytpxbGHCuY3NrsOexpAoHreyg_Kujw3jUhE3dppnz_SxnTaOw8blqK8BmNTm0hworYj0mB6bUXsaMhfF2ff4ZdjbxS6xN36JsHlq3IbxY32G0J4UCJTo8Q_WPWq&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/posts/pfbid02PKiAVrtS75uhFAdE7jtrDCb2N25sCWYwzaGzhX3ec8JxxsPnNQHTzTAjLKHLrXqpl?__cft__[0]=AZX3-MxmB4A4JU1qz7rL5bIP2k-cE6NNlo0wK1ruqbQ9hOkvKu95bjLHk2BYW3o0emnZxCHsUJhLgLZX_SFLePhVzT1DuCzQYd6rczhu_Eq5IYVwzoyTpVDGvy_nWMSH5ozKHCqdLpkP4JNdu2Z_2ZlSndaqAasifa7SgEaUO5AWK7x1OAcZnfDb-rT7vaTINi1D5IlSgXHeiBiO426IaG9B&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://skillshop.exceedlms.com/student/catalog/list?category_ids=7879-google-digital-garage
https://skillshop.exceedlms.com/student/catalog/list?category_ids=7879-google-digital-garage
https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/videos/2383937555310260/?__cft__[0]=AZW6gaYdubcJykrb4IJzE2OcAP3bslwJyCGJyVU1gV2tpoUEO0AlTpeYqG_qhfxpXUtGixfLys6CzQl3aDzU-ff2IPV_hUHnocVRm2bwl4uEcOPksDGuAnps84k_ERhxZnvgOsrPZzhxMJ0JWM3QDsFCXFdvYdftG0N4Sk9UgYIseU2CRYEz8sg0bHLwLRzWcBAFXRmfaFcLwiKM4SIS0co9&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/videos/1714745325799470/?__cft__[0]=AZUDIa-cHkIThUEe5hX2y5cdN2jerLAFcvmqrdxsNQQLM9XuzBI9yluNTJ4ya1xa1WSAGoL92qgd2ePEafPYzcCKMpjMTceLTKVGJmskd70lgIS7utkfhh1T4msYsMix7sibzmEzVjcYhoNJSLBCWbtsHpPxcyht8yNbHoOtWN49McPBEvFWGOvsq5-TKzVZ_12GKxx6qUs84o9SaCUBtKmf&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dame-caroline-dinenage-mp-dbe-0819a3b_rumours-continue-to-abound-that-department-activity-7331269453072011264-rQ6t?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAC8iX1sB7higucjheXx8LTEK_l4B6CcDjY0


We heard from the Music Venue Trust about how 2025 was going to be the

most difficult year yet for independent grassroots music venues, and met with

the electronic music sector/nighttime economy to hear their concerns too.

I spoke at the launch of the

Independent Venue Community

Charity, which is a social prescribing

programme of education,

development and community activity

in local performance spaces.

As part of the 80th anniversary

commemoration of VE Day I joined

some of the local activities and also

went to see the 30,000 ceramic

poppies returned to the Tower of

London. They will be there until

November 11th and it's well worth a

visit.

Back at home…

In Lee on the Solent, alongside Cllr Stevyn Ricketts and the Patient

Participation Group, I met with James Roach who is the NHS Hampshire & Isle

of Wight Director of Primary Care to highlight the need for additional pharmacy

provision. I also raised your concerns about waiting times, difficulties in

reaching GP surgeries to even book an appointment, and lack of clear

escalation routes for complaints.

 

I was delighted to unveil Langdale Nursery's groovy new minibus, 'Ruby

Tuesday'. The minibus is wheelchair friendly and will increase opportunities for

residents to get out and about.

https://x.com/CommonsCMS/status/1922909820618932306
https://independentvenuecommunity.com/2025/05/20/independent-venue-community-launch-extended-speech-from-founder-sybil-bell/
https://independentvenuecommunity.com/2025/05/20/independent-venue-community-launch-extended-speech-from-founder-sybil-bell/
https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/posts/pfbid02KWLmZ43GJTx7S5FjrRsdJPiQ9jB61Pwg7aUxudimZLKFv7L8NgXF7AcGXjZAMpSRl?__cft__[0]=AZX1ZwTrJCaUY44Ps1lfRjH1lMjbXK-XJIzqki26kdqpI0iBUEmGOcq_qGcv2xalVuEIHC_yhGAguRzpdmejiYaERwBDsnWFt7VCKKu8DWWKgGSX17FxWotufzX5ISqeBp9agM0FSw7H7dngdy6pPb6nHb-6UXa1sGenRhkz-XvyAcaaahn8TYYibigXjPD74ozLrBGB2acKtA_8LZzrN_ZQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/langdalecarehome/posts/pfbid06rT81am2vtjFHrM7y1kHzFrPKTgzwjZEtk9HVJ7msrWiGxDXmh4RYQweWdM2uciRl?__cft__[0]=AZUYX2hfP1DqOIf-bxjvQjnPCONehZnztfO9e0Q5V17BTPZaZbHVXxn07EO1lalw1UbOGnlPoWVHxcNLOnt532wolH1hoWwbP3Px95tCXPfuBDyCbOi2y6gbN6pKdO4ndhQ6z_U0tIT4Eg5sveu5KFq5mFzwSTdZtbbnw_B1D64fHfBInXq3uumcpX6UGSp-ON0FBlveT8taOAPJSfHnHaa-qFZTJUjHQHRJtSJFLFMvQQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R


I went to see the remarkable Longest

Yarn exhibition at Gosport Museum

and Art Gallery this weekend, featuring

24 beautifully crocheted panels

depicting Britain at War from 1939-

1945 for the 80th Anniversary of VE

Day. Your last chance to visit is

Tuesday before these stunning panels

join a national tour and return to

Gosport next summer.

 

I met with Abri Housing

to discuss Somerset

Court and relocated

residents' wellbeing. I

was assured the site's

reconstruction is

progressing.

I also met with the

Chief Executive of

VIVO at some of our

local Service Family

Accommodation.

The last Government made £400 million available to improve defence housing

but only around 5 % of the homes in Gosport and Hill Head have been

improved. There are still 69 empty units, deemed uninhabitable, and many

others where Service Families are living in damp and mouldy accommodation.

I will be meeting with the Government's Defence Housing Review Chair next

month to draw attention to this and push for the funds Vivo needs to finish the

work. You can still take part in my Defence Housing Survey here.

I met with Bridge to Unity, an organisation that supports refugees, particularly

Ukrainians, in the UK. More information about them is available here.

 

I visited the brand new Fareham Child Development Centre, a one stop shop

for children's community health and paediatric services for local families.

 

As the Summer months approach, I know the bathing waters off of the Gosport

constituency will become more and more enticing. I'm glad to say that the

Environment Agency currently rate all ours at least Good, with Hill Head and

Lee on the Solent rated Excellent. You can monitor the data for yourself here.

 

This month in the House of Commons Chamber I spoke about the

Government's new deal with India, which seems to give young Indian

professionals preferential access to our jobs market; I challenged NHS

England's decision to scrap its NHS volunteer service due to uncertainty from

the Government; and I praised One Small Thing's success in providing a

residential alternative to custody for female offenders that keep families

together and break cycles of offending.

 

As ever, my team and I are here for any questions, thoughts or concerns you

may have. Please do get in touch via caroline.dinenage.mp@parliament.uk. 

https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/longest-yarn-2-britain-war
https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/longest-yarn-2-britain-war
https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/longest-yarn-2-britain-war
https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/posts/pfbid0pyUqv2YLiQ4KBJi7s6HWuDGVbkHqF5j3dQXVL6eeVKK7qaQvwSbxtNw8aAcrYUs2l?__cft__[0]=AZWHd7Xwr5jd8UHIVzPAk-XinZCcuQYpAyk2mdOOH5Ap4CHMGyULCvSVy0TriAvBKQFTYBnJwtAy2d-fNnaNRq8S3Y3pCtItlu4YDEAVYLH2Ppq6RUIKqPK9hpKEywAriifo_r1YATfyxrzuZUtoxtWT5cf67fUzjREJO6dS1Cw-Iw&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
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https://www.facebook.com/Ems4Afghans/posts/pfbid033eMXLZFeHJ5Eb7FsQtj5fxcaye3K9x9gWFn6ZTs58dN9bWHvuRzPbLZNVZpcnBsSl?__cft__[0]=AZVGTjASWR66W-yGCvY2OY4wVBJLhZKdR4y1d5Idqqa9G8dbFZkAnZ9zhhKJL5l29qJOsjGvPSs7MCMTnUOrSg4wAlONqee-BV3mshHgU5kh8o6gOc1U76D9nxWdfPkCsWk941B-0BdkzUGqwNYyZBMV4rA9Gn9n6DTCL7g8ZUd_dP3fXajkr6bCD4sPVOvuDEk&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.bridgetounity.co.uk/
https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/?fbclid=IwY2xjawKoIVFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFhTUl0WnlQOUo3TTNWWXZ5AR5xf_rOMIrzNqrxttmearyNidW9qP-VUhVacHJ-3axC4IU6pv9Hl55ddWCk9g_aem_uVwA23oprJCa9jsJmxVmcg
https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/videos/702787412166188/?__cft__[0]=AZVaaxfxlQtnvw9wiPY5Dl_DZg4Z3xT7e-3sZa-4dGQK7isE0ymCQ3fJBErTHIdUeK8TovUO0UGljReqTGpbCDvZdjPBARiBGbgyldZNhCZxY4T1seO32QPKqCgMLhYa0oSQ95hayE0GrXfdoZ60G7qHeoW_O72rxVX3IGwDo1hRMJLC8yQcBZa_8RmG_3QH0NgtklLuWS-lr0Rla0ABSZ7w&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/Caroline4Gosport/videos/2644429875749538/?__cft__[0]=AZX_tniEo6L9LBNgAR8aO2S5RdnAtauFsNMibFRvkQNvsz5IVJf7mnmMUr-IE2x9au_mks5S7JA5rSCfhrNxgnRkm-rDYinjIPof2gdp7H-Wp3_riZdQE58L3CX-DfbLyBhojGxwAyL99IdimpXDHhBQixweJmlJtJdZMa2P2E2hlaEMXkwEbcI1ISwSonpS3fY8e294Tv3IrUb35lul67ij&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2025-05-22/debates/A8FD73FC-8365-4C86-9486-F22F6C175877/IndependentSentencingReview#contribution-A6D823ED-5499-4205-BE7E-11480119144C
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